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Periodicals and Periodicity

James Wald

Accustomed €0 2 diet of inforr?ation in bite-sized morsels, readers increasingly lack the
patience and even ability to digest serious books. The collective and ephemeral nature
of the new media in turn encourages authors to dash off flimsy essays that would never
sand scrutiny on their own. The result is a vicious circle. Although this lament could
have been drawn from today’s debates about the web, it comes from eighteenth-century
German critiques of the periodical (Raabe 1974). It even entered the literary canon.
The Theatre Manager in Faust worries how to please a jaded public:

If one comes bored, exhausted quite,
Another, satiate, leaves the banquet’s tapers,
And worst of all, full many a wight,

Is fresh from reading of the daily papers.

Elsewhere, Goethe complained that ceaseless periodical reading fostered passivity,

reducing culture to something “only supposed to distract” (Lowenthal 1961: 34, 21).

The parallels command our attention. One ironic benefit of the digital revolution has
been renewed interest in the history of “print culture,” though often marred by a ten-
dency to view the latter monolithically and focus comparisons narrowly on “technology.”
Many paradoxes are more easily resolved, and phenomena better understood, if we
instead view them from the perspective of genre, with historically conditioned conven-

tions of writing and reading.
The normative status of the codex, reflected in the name of our discipline and even

the title of the present volume, leads many to view difference as hierarchy:

Book Periodical
Yenerable recent
“Mmplete fragmentary, open-ended

nivoca] polyvalent
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collective
individualistic: subjective
suspect, provisional

individual
individualistic: authorial

authoritative derivative
creative ephemeral
permanent
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movement, the preferred means of scientific communication, and the mog POpuly
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The periodical was protean as well as prolific. It is relz%twe Y €asy to see whar |jp)
modern newspapers such as Asahi Shimbun, the Gu.am'zan, Al Abram, and g Pai
with one another and with the Aviso Relation oder Zeitung (1605), Courante 1yt ltaljey
Duytslandt &c (1618), Moniteur Universel (1789), and Slﬂ@”bd(‘) (1872), b1.1t what could
possibly unite modern journals such as African Zoology, Paris-Match, Cigar Aficionady
Hispanic Entrepreneny, and Fuck Yon: A Magazine of the Arts? What can they, moreover,
have in common with the Rambler (1750), Revue des Deiux Mondes (1829), Australian Gylj
Digger's Monthly Magazine and Colonial Family Visitor (1852), or Efemérides barometrig-
medicas matritenses (1743)? Much ink and effort have been wasted in the quest for a def-
nition that can expand to cover all possible variations without succumbing to analyticl
entropy.

The German school of periodical research pioneered by Joachim Kirchner associates
the newspaper with (1) public accessibility; (2) periodicity; (3) timeliness; (4) universa-
ity — ascribing to the journal only the former two qualities (Kirchner 1928; Dovifat
1962). Periodicity is a trait shared by the periodical proper (journal/magazine)
and newspaper, which are our focus, with several variants of the codex, including
annuals (almanacs, gift books, yearbooks), proceedings, monographic series, and patt
publication, which began as a rationalization measure in the seventeenth century and
b.ecame a liFerary vogue in the nineteenth, Allowing for the inevitable historical excep-
tions, we will therefore employ “periodical” in the British sense, equivalent to America

“Seria ”: [ . . . " . . N =
I: “A publication in any medium in successive parts bearing numerical or chron

lltgggi;allc)iesignations and intended to be continued indefinitely” (Woodward and Pilling

Frédéric Barhier
of medija dominate
communication:

and Catheripe Bert

ho Lavenir (2003) posit a tripartite histor}
d, Successively, by

. . : . i . an
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/’Tﬂdffcvolution of the . . (R— , :
| 10 1870, the s¢cO of the book: the democratic and industrial

W) ~olutions ipvest print with social and political significance.
r1870 w0 1950, ¢he universalization of the media: heyday of the press, new media
@ f picture and sound, in the mass age of national and global conflict.
$0 onWﬂfdv the networked multimedia world: cultural and economic
(5) globalizﬂtlon.

orian of the book, like the lztwyc.r or evolutionary biologist, will look for the

cqusl ogic behind 2 .phcnomenon. Writing is some 6,000 years old, the codex over

PO and printing with .movabl’(’: type gver 550, but the periodical only 400. Hunger

(; sformation may be “cimeless,’ but its dlffusxo-n implies a social need; its mechanical

. the existence of a market; and the rise of a new genre, a change in reading
. well as cultural production.

parbier and Bertho Lavenir begin with the phenomenon that so wortied Goethe, the

it from “intensive” tO "extensi?/e" reading: from repeated and extended rumination
cer a few rraditional texts, to quicker consumption of a wider range of changing titles.
Alchough Jebate has focused on the extent of new popular literacy, extensive reading
was already the modus operandi for intellectuals: at first a necessity for the few, and only
Jater & choice for the many. The periodical proved ideally suited to both audiences,
publicizing information formerly and sometimes jealously confined to the private com-
munication networks of princes, merchants, or scholars.

Amidst a variety of overlapping rather than successive genres, we can discern the
evolution from ad hoc, single-topic print publication (Germany 1480) to varied content
and serial appearance: weekly newspapets (Strasbourg 1605) and dailies (Leipzig 1650,
London 1702, Paris 1777). Three influential variants were the Dutch coranto (1618-50),
2 weekly or bi-weekly “running relation” of multiple stories under a changing title, in
which form the first French and English “newsbooks” appeared (Amsterdam 1620); and
Théophraste Renaudot’s intelligencer and gazette (1633, 1631), official publications on
commerce and foreign politics. Periodicity evolved in tandem with the rhychms and
teach of the incipient postal services on which the inflow of information and distribu-
tion of publications depended. Farly newspapers were international in content and ori-
entation: local news required no new communication medium, and censors forbade
coverage of internal affairs, along with other threats to state, religion, and morality.

Whereas the newspaper was a popular medium, the journal was an erudite one that
displayed a dual tendency toward specialization and popularization as it evolved to
fiddress new topics and readership. Most learned journals contained diverse content but
inclined toward what David Kronick (1976) calls the derivative (reviews, abstracts,
excerpts) or the substantive, as exemplified by the first two ritles (1665). Denis de Sallo’s

J"’f”ml des Sgavans offered a weekly overview of the “Republic of Letters” “because
thmgs_ age too much if one defers speaking of them for a period of a year of 2 month”
(:;/[aert.m 1984: 2.199). The Philosophical Transactions (latex: of the Royal Society) emphasized

perimental scientific research. The value of the new genre as 2 supplement and
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and culcture for t!‘lt so.u.l. - ellany. The mos original subgenre, however ™
to a new type of periodical miscellany. The ol €L, was the
) d by the Tarler (1709) and Spectator (].f—l.].) of Steele and Addison
essay journal represente . ) : ) by it oF Hhe collEsac s cson,
which, as the laccer pue it, sought to bring philosophy f)u . ‘Des“.md libragieg
to the coffee-houses and tea tables, so as to reach t.he blanks of socxeq.', particulady
the “female world™ (Lowenthal 1961: 67-8). Both )o}lrnn.ls were extensively repripgeg
and imitared, above all in Germany, where, as Woltgang 1.\[artens (1968) has showy,
some 450 “moral weeklies” (1720—60) in effect created middle-class litemry culture
Because the newspaper represented a more basic ’need. 1t seex.ns everywhere to haye
preceded the journal: Iraly 1631/1668, Sweden 1624/1732, Russia 1703/1755, America
colonies 1690/1741, Australia 1803/1821. Until about 1725-30, a nation’s first journgl
was likely to be a learned one; thereafter, general interest.

The periodical superseded the book as the dominant textual medium of intellectyy]
exchange, social commentary, and entertainment in the age of Enlighrenment and tevo-
lution, movements that emphasized popularization and debate. Conrinuing repression
and stamp taxes notwithstanding, England between the Glorious and American revolu-
tions established a “free” press based on metropolitan newspapers containing a mixture
of political and business news, culture, and opinion, financed in part by advertising. In
1695, Kaspar von Stieler declared, “One reads newspapers not in order that one may
become learned and skilled in judgment, but only in order to learn whar is going on’
(Kronick 1976: 17). Judgment was what journals promised: as Addison put it, not “what
pass&f, in Muscovy or Poland,” but “knowledge of one’s self” (Lowenchal 1961: 67). By
Combm‘ing the entertaining with the instructive, journals were to impart cohesion and

zesrheuc a_nd moral skill to a growing reading public. Hence the importance of reviews.
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1 ournals for “diffusélng UTEflﬂ kI;OWle(ige to all estates,” critics (ironically, often
riting in joumalS) cha‘l“gfa lclz:’e (?fss“a};l:rr?z aI;j_OPPOfZUDIS.UC .]o.umal manufacturers”
i feeding the neW_ p fg ] fﬁ iction, Y\"hlch joined the diagnosis of
e mania and reading Fenz;;{ as t:auses 0 culturaE decline and (the intemperate soon
Z‘d Jed) the Frenc'h Rev.olutlc_)n( aabe 1974: 12.2, 113, 112). E\'Ien defenders of journals
gorried that thexf pr011f§rat1?n wz%s overwhelming readers, while dissipating the efforts
of writefs. Friedmch‘ Schiller's Horen 'fa‘mously propqsed, by bringing together the best
quthors and eschewu.lg extrer?le. erudition and populism alike, to eliminate competition
ind “reunite the politically d1v1d.ed World under .the banner of truth and beauty” (Wald
1995: 118). It went from sensation in 1795 to silence in 1798, having failed to accom-
modate the demands of the genre and public taste. Like the web today, the periodical
occupied a liminal realm between the elite and the popular, a site of continual contest
berween groups that valued reading for different reasons. As the first mass medium,
the periodical summoned up deep anxieties arising from the breakdown of the putative
unicary public and made visible a commodification of culture whose existence
maditional interests preferred to ignore or deny.

In France, centralization and privilege relegated innovation to interstitial niches or
sites beyond the legal and geographical boundaries of the kingdom. The 1789 Revolu-
tion liberated not just the nation, but the periodical, which in the form of the newspaper
encompassed both information and criticism. The revolutionary press — 2,000 mostly
short-lived newspapers and 12,000 pamphlets in the first decade — both covered and
propelled events. Newspapers, in Jeremy Popkin's words, “served as the Revolution’s
real “public space’” (1990: 180), the manifestation of the popular will and public
opinion that legitimized the new regime and paradoxically demonstrated its actual
disunity. As in the English Revolution before and others later, the initial flood of print
dried up under revolutionary dictatorship and restoration. Napoleon permitted only
thirteen newspapers under the Consulate and four under the Empire, and his vanquish-
ers likewise sought to restore unity by compulsion.

The periodical was central to the democratic and national struggles that would
dominate the next two centuries. For Jiirgen Habermas (1991), in the absence of
freedom, a critically reasoning, bourgeois, political public sphere emerged from the liter-
ary: above all, through journals, as both forums and subjects of discussion in homes
and new sites of sociability. Benedict Anderson (1983) suggests that the simultaneous
reading of newspapers, made possible by the combination of print capitalism and lin-
guistic diversity, provided far-flung individuals with a concrete experience of belonging
0 the imagined community of the nation. Paul Starr, countering deterministic notions
of technology or capitalism, has emphasized how “constitutive, political decisions”
(2004: 3) regarding intellectual property, civil liberties, and systems of communication
and transportation shaped the modern media and allowed the republican United States
0 become the precocious and continuing leader.

The century berween Waterloo and Versailles commercialized, popularized, and pro-
ffsionalized the periodical. Publishers and governments, traditionally oriented toward
clites, came 1o view popular reading — like nationalism and primary education — as a
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in two waves of popularization: the appearance of penny
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f Pulitzer and Hearst and their European imitators arounq
hey coincided, respectively, with populist pressures ang
the introduction of mass schooling in the era of anti-revolutionary stabilization gpq

rration. The number of US journnls rose from about 100 in 1825 to 3,300

national integ . o
by 1885, and newspapers from 200 in 1801 to 7,000 in 1880. In Britain, there wer

267 newspapers in 1821 and 2,504 by 1914. Russian-language periodicals numbereq
170 in 1860 and 606 in 1900. Inexpensive newspapers and monthly or weekly mag.
zines provided multigenerational audiences with news, scandal, entertainment, practica)
information, fiction, and a dose of reformism, along with growing amounts of advertis-

ing and illustration. They were the textual equivalent of department stores: urban,
utions that appealed to women, reshaped markets as well

output of scientific periodical literary,
e

newspapers and reviews,
newspapers and weeklies
“American” journalism o
1880 (Harmsworth, Millaud). T

democratic, commercial instit
as consumption, and aroused similar anxieties.

Paradoxically, democratization reinforced hierarchy, establishing a periodical great
chain of being descending from lofty quarterlies (Edinburgh Review 1802, North American
Review 1815), via “high-quality” illustrateds (Scribner’s Magazine 1887, Strand 1891),
related family publications (Harper's Weekly 1857, Gartenlanbe 1853), and cheap, mass-
circulation magazines (Munsey's 1889, Collier’s 1888) to fare for the newly or semi-literate
(Tiz-Bits 1881). Russians distinguished between monthly “thick journals” and illus-
trated weekly “thin magazines” — the appetite for which newspapers whetted rather
than spoiled. Renewed debate on the periodical focused less on the quantity of reading
matter than the quality of reading practices among a mass public figured as feminine
and lower class.

All. strata consumed serialized fiction, in part-publications inspired by the success of
T/ﬂf’ Pickwick Papers (1836-7), in new family magazines, and (on the continent) i the
feuilleton or non-political portion of the newspaper (one thinks of Verne, Thacker)
lI.)umas, Trollope, Conan Doyle). Some theories attempt to explain the appeal of serial
sty poin ‘el fcon ol fcion o posin )
feminine delayed gmﬁﬁcatioé)oa(;oner‘lted male mst-allments within the P‘f”odlc\ltfrw-;
becween author, publisher. and .re Srtamly, the tangible benefits of the.meimge d )
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¢ fuillrons in che Cf””””’”’”””‘” (1844-5), it boosted sales from 5,944 to 24,771 and
ned him 100,000 rar‘1c5. ..
el The key © cheap print was advertising income, which allowed publishers to sell
below COSE The appeaFapce and d.laracter of periodicals changed accordingly. Between
1008 and 1913,. advertnsmg space in the Saturday Evening Post, that juggernaut of bour-
cois socialization, occuple:d 35-50 percent of a given issue, and advertising revenues
grew by 600 percent, lfad{ﬂg the Curtis Corporation to proclaim that its ostentatious
sew headquarters was built on faith — faith in the power of advertising” (Cohn 1989:
¢4). Even as 2 feminist press emerged, mainstream publishers increasingly targeted
omen as CONSUMETS.

Commetcialization fostered journalistic sensationalism and sobriety alike. Sensation-
Jism (like bolder “American” design) compensated for the inherent redundancy of
event-based content whose increasing blandness derived from shared wire services
(Havas 1835, Wolff 1849, Reuters 1851) and pools (Associated Press 1848, United Press
1907), as well as the political reserve prompted by new ideals of journalistic “objectiv-
ity" and the triangulated cultivation of readers, stockholders, and advertisers. A profit-
driven press emphasizing teporting replaced a crudely partisan one in the US in the
1830s, Britain by mid-century, and Japan in the 1880s. Critics pointed in vain to the
spurious separation of editorial from commercial concerns.

Controversy assumed forms appropriate to the environment of public opinion (“jingo-
ism,” “muckraking”™). Periodicals turned the Dreyfus case into “The Affair” that affirmed
the power of the press and public intellectuals. One unintended consequence was the
Tour de France (1903), a promotional device for a cycling magazine formed by arch-
conservatives (including Michelin) who seceded from another over its Dreyfusard poli-
tics and advertising prices. Sales increased tenfold to over 250,000 by 1908. The
simultaneous circulation of the bicycles, periodicals, and products they advertised epito-
mized the intimate and uneasy intermingling of the worlds of goods and ideas.

Consumerism, conflict, and consolidation in the era of the two world wars and the
Cold War produced both the greatest efflorescence of, and threars to, periodical culture.
On the one hand, periodicals embodied and celebrated the commercialization of leisure.
Henry Luce’s information and photojournalistic magazines (Tine 1923, Life 1936) and
their imitators satisfied the needs of a visually literate middlebrow public accustomed
to a fast-paced life and desirous of being informed and modern but not overly intellec-
tual or unconventional. On the other hand, periodicals continued to serve as artillery
and fortresses (to use popular nineteenth-century metaphors) in political and cultural
wars, as mass media met mass politics. ‘

Both the Nazis and the Soviets sought to create new human types and sc.)cxeties and
rejected a free, heterogeneous literary market, although .w1th different .ratxonales ?md
consequences. Pursuing historical debates on overproduction to a draconfan .Conclusnon,
the Nazis eliminated ideologically acceptable as well as subversive pUbllcatlonS‘. What
political “coordination” began, “total war’ finished: by 1944, the number of journals
had sunk from some 7,300 to 500, and the number of newsPﬁP‘flflS f:iom 4"100 to 977.
Enhanced diffusion of periodicals abroad was the goal of the equally draconian national
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Precocious or analogous developments such as the Roman acla dinrna, Chinese

pao, or Mughal manuscript newsletters notwithstanding, the periodical was a modern
European invention, a “civilian tool of Western empire-building” (Reed 2004: 10) that
non-Westerners came to employ for their own ends. It shaped languages, created canons,
and forged identities along a broad spectrum of responses: neither mere imitation nor
negation of Western values, nationalism, or technology. Where cultural resistance to
the lecterpress book or commercialization was strong, periodicals sometimes eased the
introduction of print culture. Middle Eastern modernizers such as Faris al-Shidyaq
proselytized for the new technology as the means of overcoming backwardness
while preserving and democratizing the scribal legacy. His @/-Jawa'ib, the first non-
governmental Arabic paper (Constantinople 1861) became a forum for nationalist cul-
tural f(_jvi\fill. In China, lithography, thanks to its low cost and closeness to traditional
aesthetics, served as a “compromise technology” (Reed 2004: 89). Illustrated newspaper
sluppll(?nlicnts and‘ journanls were the bridge between indigenous woodblock printing and
;(’Ln_’;ﬁc’(}sﬁt‘ﬁ tll?jlslf;:a;:;i el:;t@;};ress required for modern news periodicals that
In the Western hemisphere, wh . v
Mexico in 1541, local vernacﬂl,ars z:_.i the ﬁ,rst news-sheet was published in Spanish i
langusges in prine. India . Comra;r ZerlolLlsly challengejd the dominance of colo‘I‘lIal
ﬁ.rst fully formed print culture to 4 ;31 e OPEd what Vinay Dharwadker calls the
tinguished by its size, productivity, p’f)nc(lr OUtS.lqe Europe and North America - - ,?115-
as well as . . . its inclusion of » and multilingual and multinational constitutio®
112). The rich print cule _umerous non-Western investors and producers’ (1997
ure (mcluding 14,000 ninet p' ) - fort

eenth-century periodicals 10 orty
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) may even have forestalled the violence that accompanied other colonial
|anguages The rise of nationalist movements was inextricably linked with periodicals:
(rugs ez increase in circulation of Bengali newspapers from 188
afourfc;lE lyptiaﬂ papers between 1892 and 1899 (and nearl
}f;lir;gdzd 1(8892—1920)’ and 474 Ottoman periodicals
ou

he Young Turk revolution in 1908,

3 to 1888, a quadru-
y thirty women’s periodicals
published in various languages
pllowins £ ished because it offered all icati

The penodlcal flourishe ecaus.e 1t offere a the ageflt.s of the commumcatlofls
. distinct advantages: for publishers, financial calculability and a means of recruit-
Clrcm,md publicity; for authors, regular income and exposure; for readers, affordable
m.en;;t y of content. Periodicity allowed for continual intellectual or material response,
(:}vlzse virtual intimacy compensated for the anonymity of the market. Growing com-
mercialization and scale of operations wrought changes in that relationship as well as
the gente.

Johann Friedrich Cotta pioneered the integrated enterprise, offering high fees for
contributions to an unparalleled complex of periodicals. His political and literary news-
papers Allgemeine Zestung (1798) and Morgenblatt Jiir gebildete Stinde (1807) relentlessly

promoted his book catalogue, especially lucrative editions by luminaries such as Schiller
and Goethe, won via journal contracts,

ship publications (Blackwood’s, Harper’s,
ability grew hand-in

Other publishers attached their names to flag-
Scribner’s, Westermann’). Complexity and profit-
-hand. By 1912, “A single edition of either the Ladies’ Home Journal
o the Saturday Evening Post consumed four square miles of paper and 60,000 pounds
ofink and required sixty-five railway cars to distribute it” (Cohn 1989: 64). The British
press barons used revenues from cheap magazines to subsidize still cheaper newspapers.
The printer—publisher—retailer thus evolved into a “pure” publisher and sometimes
manager of a multifaceted concern, which was to its forerunner as the railroad was to

the textile mill: a network rather than single locus of activity, often requiring public
ownership rather than family capiral.

The understandable schola
ship. Periodicals fostered the
sonals who wrote, A journ

tly emphasis on books has distorted our view of author-
rise of professional writers, incidental writers, and profes-
al’s title and the collective reputations of its established
authors spread an umbrella of provisional credibility over its new writers. The birth of
the periodical coincided with what Foucault (1984) controversially identifies as an
epochal reversal in the author function, whereby scientific discourses came to be judged
on their merits, and literary discourses required attribution to a named creator. Dieter
Pau] Baumere (1928) suggests a further differentiation of aesthetic and informational
foles. He discerns a sort of bell curve of the authorial persona in journalism, as the
dominan; activity evolved from mere compilation in the pioneering phase, to indivi-
dll_aliZed literaty shaping of material in the Enlightenment and Ro
editorjg] selection and arrangement after 1848. As the profile of the

te : . : .
Ceded, eljre contributions (bylines, feuilletons) stood out all the mor
Ven for prominent authors
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e by comparison,
» the regularity of periodical work was sometimes both

Hegel, Melville, and Robert Nicoll likened the routine
he galley slave. Still, for writers willing to accept the
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N lv sold in tens of thousands prior to t 3 P pring, 5 single
newspapers rarely hared by ten or twenty persons, in homes, Foffee-houses, Clubs,

' ptl o 63 in Paris between 1815 and 1830). Ironically, when periodicyl Were
s‘:]?rc:b?[?t elixl)jer;gnce‘ of reading them was often collectiye and (;lral,'but becarr}e Mmore
in‘divizlualized and silent after they becarr.le a mass medl'um, I\T ectllng lthe. shift fm,.n
vehicle of public discussion to object of prxv.ate consumpttlxon.h ass-cu‘cncj1 f;tl_on perl?dl-
cals were immensely profitable and influential, .but whet ei{ they succeede ﬁm man.lp.m
lating their readers is a question that only a history of audiences can confirm, British

ire bo
too busy or too lazy to read entir )
of becoming wise at little expense

workers, Victorian ladies on both sides of the {thantic, and §oviet "neu‘r women” :'all
turned to periodicals for entertainment and self-improvement in ways as likely to resig
as absorb indoctrination.

As the means of physical production and distribution of periodicals evolved, petio-
dicity settled into normative rhythms: daily for newspapers, weekly or monthly for
magazines, and quarterly for “weightier” titles. The periodical that most exuberantly
flaunts its periodicity is La Bongie du Sapenr (The Sapper’s Candle, 1980). Named aftera
cartoon character born on February 29, this humorous “daily” appears only every four
years, now accompanied (only every 28 years, of course) by a Sunday supplement. The
joke makes sense only in an age so saturated with periodicity that we no longer notice
it unless jolted out of our routines. Periodicity of publication was part of the evolution
from fluctuating feast-and-fast thythms to a modern world of factory discipline and
time zones (derived from the needs of railroads), in which both work and recreation
proceed according to schedule, In Adam Bede (1859), George Eliot lamented the replace-

ment of the old, slow lejsure by the new, which she described as “eager” and marke!
by “thac periodicity of sensations which we
stream-of-consciousnes

I . . . e dally’ Nt’ll@
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bexpﬂﬂded a.nalySiS of .the. sort ass'oc.iated with the journal, The genre once
[hr?ug s a mendacious compilation of trivia now appears as the nostalgic voice of
revﬂf Finally, the center of gravity of the newspaper is shifting, Between 1970 and
ravltﬂ;'e qumber of dailies, total circulation, and circulation per thousand inhabitants
1997" Z 4 in the more developed countries but soared in the developing world (—25/463,
decl;:z (2, ~23/+107 percent, respectively). In 2004, only thirty-five countries registered
i’:ieases in newspaper circu.lation,. notably (;hina and India (35 and 23 percent). The
ecline of traditional mass-circulation magazines (particularly large-format illustrateds)
has opened the mar.ket to 1ﬂf§?’6f numbers 9f consumer publications with lower circula-
ans. Now, as earlier, quantity does not imply longevity. In the nineteenth century,
US magazines typically lasted for two years. In 1989, only 20 percent survived more
chan fout.

The challenge of the Internet soon eclipsed the “print versus video” debate. Web
periodiCillS are still primarily pendants of paper versions, but increasingly online only
(Slate dates from 1996). Their long-term economic and conceptual models remain
unclear, One-fourth of adult Americans read news online daily, but the expectation of
“free information” has militated against charging for “content.” Most electronic peri-
odicals are typical transitional products that recapitulate the aestherics and functions
of the previous technology, resulting only in enhanced diffusion of static texts (dispar-
agingly known as “brochureware” or “long-distance photocopying”).

A reconceptualization of both the periodical and its intellectual property regime is
arising from the information explosion in the sciences (7,888 biomedical journals in
1959 versus 19,316 in 1977; 10,000 articles in Physics Abstracts in 1955 versus 146,500
in 1996). Soaring numbers and prices of scholatly periodicals issuing from monopolistic
commercial presses devour library acquisition budgets at the expense of monograph
purchases. The problem is compounded in developing countries, where the inability of
scientists to keep up with current research prevents them from contributing to it. In
1991, the Third World accounted for only 1.5 percent of the journals and 5 percent of
the papers in the Science Citation Index. Scholars and librarians associated with the
‘open-access” movement therefore urge a switch from paper to digital format and profit
0 reciprocity, on the principle that work produced without remuneration should be
available online without restriction through peer-reviewed journals (over 2,000 so far)
and repositories,

As David Kronick (1976), Joost Kircz (1998), and James O’Donnell (1998) have
Observed, the character of the learned journal as a means of disseminating, storing, and
fettieving information highlights essential features of the periodical genre anc.i the
transformative possibilities of electronic publication, which expan.ds the boundaries of
Fhe ext and the reader’s capacity for interaction with it. Decoul?lxng the text from an
halterable physical incarnation renders diffusion in principle universal and instantane-

%8, and underscores the primary function of the publisher as middleman. A single

atticle can ghape several journal titles, whose assignment as credentialing and locator

Mechanjsmg could follow “publication.” The interactive capacity for continual updatm%
3 “'Ia

. i 1 to auge
allows ¢h periodical to recapture the immediacy that it once ceded
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