100W Microsummaries

Dr. Snycerski


Psychology 100W

Writing Microsummaries

Detailed summaries and evaluations of empirical articles (~200-250 words) most relevant and informative about your topic are the backbone of your literature review. You have followed a specific format that allows for 1 - 2 paragraphs. Paragraph 1 contains a background sentence, purpose statement, and the methods of the study, whereas paragraph 2 contains the results, conclusions, author(s) comments, and your own comments on the study. 
There are, however, other ways of summarizing articles (empirical, review, methodological, or theoretical). One such way is to write a microsummary of the article. This can be done in one to two sentences. Microsummaries can be good for transitions between article summaries (logically getting from one summary to the next). They are also useful for offering either supporting evidence or evidence to the contrary. 

For microsummaries you still cite the authors, however, you do not spend time discussing the background, purpose, or detailed methods of the study. Rather, you state in a very concise sentence what was studied and the main conclusion. For example, see the following paragraphs that contain microsummaries. The first three examples are taken from parts of a grant proposal submitted last semester.

This is an example of how to provide factual information and background information.

This type of drug taking is termed simultaneous polydrug use (SPU), and several recent studies have shown that SPU is very common among US college students (e.g., Barrett, et al., 2006; McCabe et al., 2005; McCabe et al., 2006a; Teter et al., 2005). SPU is associated with a variety of serious problems, including progression to habitual drug use (Schensul et al., 2004); increased drug use and other risky behaviors (McCabe et al., 2005); and drug overdoses and resulting mental and physical health problems (Darke, 2003; Milani et al., 2005). While researchers have begun to investigate the prevalence of SPU and the specific drugs involved, much work remains. Systematic research on SPU, including the drugs involved and the variables that influence SPU is badly needed (Schensul, 2005).

This example demonstrates a microsummary of an empirical study.

With respect to non-prescription drugs, Levy et al. (2005) examined reasons for the initiation of MDMA (“ecstasy”) use in college students. Reported motivations for using ecstasy included positive effects on mood, desire for an altered state of mind, relief from boredom, desire to escape, desire to have fun, and self-medication. Interestingly, all of the participants were polydrug users who self-administered a number of additional substances with ecstasy.

The following is an example of presenting information that contradicts or conflicts with previous research.
Other variables that influence drug use include personality characteristics. For example, one characteristic believed to influence drug use includes an individual’s level of religiosity (e.g., Hammermeister et al., 2001; Pullen et al., 1999; Strawser et al., 2004), but there are conflicting reports regarding the extent to which religiosity is associated with drug use, possibly due to the methodological problems present in the relevant studies (Sharma, 2006).

Remember, you can write a microsummary of a literature review
For example, Snycerski et al. (2005) noted a dearth of research examining response acquisition with delayed conditioned reinforcement.

Here is a microsummary for a methodological article.
Laraway,  Kean, and Huitema (in press) argue that ITSACORR provides inaccurate (in some cases, inaccurate by an order of magnitude) parameter estimates in the analysis of time-series data. 

Here is a microsummary of a theoretical article
Laraway,  Snycerski, Michael, and Poling (2003) propose using the term motivating operations to replace establishing operations. 
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