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W E L C O M E  T O
T O D A Y ' S  C L A S S !

T O D A Y ' S  A G E N D A

Review of Library

Choosing a Topic

Literature Review

Finding Databases

Searching Databases
Lab Activity

  Class Objectives

Wrap Up & Close



C L A S S  
O B J E C T I V E S  

Review the library homepage & general library offerings 
Explore how to choose a topic for your assignment
Become familiar with a literature review
Learn how to locate academic databases for your assignment
Understand how to build a keyword search in a database for your topic of interest
Discover how a database can help you develop your topic
Learn how to locate articles you do not have access to through our library
Be able to manage your articles and resources

By the end of this instruction session, you will:





C H O O S I N G  A  T O P I C

It Takes Time

Be prepared to spend some
time thinking about your
topic. You may have a few

ideas to being with and you
may change your topic
during this process. It's

recommended that you also
choose a topic that is of

interest to you. 

Strategy Suggestion

When you first begin
building searches within
library databases, start

broadly. After you have done
some initial searching you
might be able to use your
search results to help you

narrow and focus your
topic. 

Let the Database Help You

Use the tools available in the
database to assist you with

looking for specific and
measurable factors on which
to focus your research also

identify trends.



Identify key theories and results
Describe, critique and evaluate a large
number of resources
Demonstrate how area of study has evolved
and discuss influences that impacted area

W H A T  I S  A  L I T E R A T U R E  R E V I E W ?

A literature review is a summary of the research findings (scholarly articles)
on a specific topic.



W H E R E  D O  Y O U  G O  T O  F I N D  Y O U R  R E S O U R C E S
F O R  Y O U R  L I T  R E V I E W ?

Typically, you want to use scholarly (peer reviewed) journal articles. These
articles can be found in the electronic databases available from the library.

Below are some suggestions databases for psychology:

PsycINFO - primary database for your subject area
ScienceDirect - database with a science focus
Medline - database with a medical focus



W H E R E  D O  Y O U  G O  T O  F I N D  Y O U R  R E S O U R C E S
F O R  Y O U R  L I T  R E V I E W ?

Typically, you want to use scholarly (peer reviewed) journal articles. These
articles can be found in the electronic databases available from the library.

Below are some suggestions databases for psychology:

PsycINFO - primary database for your subject area
ScienceDirect - database with a science focus
Medline - database with a medical focus

Quick Hint
F o r  m o r e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o n  
h o w  t o  d o  a  l i t  r e v i e w  
s e e  t h e  l i b r a r y ’ s  t u t o r i a l  a t :
l i b r a r y . s j s u . e d u / t u t o r i a l s /
w r i t i n g - l i t e r a t u r e - r e v i e w - s e c t i o n



W H A T  H A S  B E E N
R E S E A R C H E D  A B O U T
M Y  T O P I C status

event
condition
phenomena

Focus on a main topic such as a:

population or demographic
issue(s)
specific factors
correlations

Then focus on subtopics such as:



W H E R E  D O  Y O U  G O  T O  F I N D  Y O U R  R E S O U R C E S
F O R  Y O U R  L I T  R E V I E W ?

Typically, you want to use scholarly (peer reviewed) journal articles. These
articles can be found in the electronic databases available from the library.

Below are some suggestions databases for psychology:

  scholarly (peer reviewed) journal articlesscholarly (peer reviewed) journal articles

PsycINFO - primary database for your subject area
ScienceDirect - database with a science focus
Medline - database with a medical focus



Emotinal Support AnimalsEmotinal Support AnimalsEmotinal Support Animals



S U G G E S T E D  S E A R C H  T O P I CS U G G E S T E D  S E A R C H  T O P I C

How does online bullyingHow does online bullyingHow does online bullying    
impact teenagers?impact teenagers?impact teenagers?



T R Y  A N D  L E A R N
A C T I V I T Y :  
S E A R C H I N G  L I B R A R Y
D A T A B A S E S



Using Search Terms

Natural Language
How does online bullying 

impact teens?

Keyword(s)
Online bullying

Teenagers

Search Terms
Cyberbullying AND
Adolescence AND

mental health



W R A P - U P  &  R E V I E W
D E V E L O P I N G  A  T O P I C

Broad Topic
I started with a general question
about the impact of online bullying
on teenagers and their self-esteem

adolescent development
adolescent attitudes
high school students
coping behavior
prevention

Final Topic
Cyberbullying AND Adolescence
AND mental health

Other areas of focus could have
been any of the following: 

Adjusted Topic
After searching in the database I
determined that 'cyberbullying'
might be a better term to use in place
of online bullying and 'adolescence'
might be a better term to use in place
of teens or teenagers



library.sjsu.edu
Your Library Homepage

libguides.sjsu.edu/psychology
Your Psychology Guide

Y O U R  L I B R A R Y
C O N N E C T I O N ( S )

C h r i s t a  B a i l e y
Y o u r  L i b r a r i a n
c h r i s t a . b a i l e y @ s j s u . e d u


